
Join us in Hawaii for The IAFOR International 
Conference on Sustainability, Energy & the 
Environment – Hawaii (IICSEEHawaii)
IICSEEHawaii is organised by IAFOR in partnership with the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa and IAFOR’s Global University Partners.

The technological and logistical advances of globalisation have enabled us to 
become independent and empowered as never before, but also at the same time 
made us more dependent on the very things allowing autonomy. While technologies 
allow us to communicate with those on the other side of the world, they can also 
make us detached from those immediately around us, and in some cases alienated, 
or lonely. And yet this increased interconnectedness offers great opportunities to 
work together to solve some of the world’s most pressing issues, and reminds us of 
our responsibilities towards each other. Our independence is contextualised in the 
relations we enjoy with others; in our families and communities, shared institutions, 
in our wider societies, geographical and political entities, and finally as a part of the 
one world we all share.

The 2019 conference theme for the IAFOR conference series in Hawaii is Independence 
& Interdependence, and we hope and expect this important thematic lens to 
encourage wide reflections on the importance and interrelation of such concepts as 
autonomy and identity, rights and responsibilities, and power and control; and within 
a variety of contexts from politics and geopolitics to energy, sustainability and the 
environment; and from education, technology and logistics, to culture and language; 
from psychology and security, to considerations of equity and justice.

In conjunction with our Global Partners, including the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa 
and Virginia Tech, we look forward to exchanging ideas and exploring new research 
paths together in Honolulu in 2019!

www.iicseehawaii.iafor.org

Conference Theme: "Independence & Interdependence"
Dates: Thursday, January 03, 2019  to Saturday, January 05, 2019
Location & Venue: The Hawai'i Convention Center, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA

Final Abstract Submission Deadline: October 19, 2018
Registration Deadline: November 21, 2018



Dr Christina M. Kishimoto
Superintendent – Hawaii State Department of Education, USA

Dr Christina M. Kishimoto began a three-year 
contract as superintendent on August 1, 2017. She is 
responsible for efficiently and effectively administering 
the Hawaii public school system in accordance with 
law and educational policies adopted by the Board of 
Education. On October 3, 2017, Dr Kishimoto presented 
an Implementation Plan to advance the goals of the 

DOE/BOE Strategic Plan. Her plan is targeted around three high impact strategies: 
School Design, Student Voice, and Teacher Collaboration.

Dr David Lassner
President of the University of Hawai'i, USA 
& Chancellor of the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, USA

Dr David Lassner is the 15th president of the University 
of Hawai‘i and concurrently serves as the Chancellor 
of the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. He has worked 
at the university since 1977, and was most recently its 
vice president for information technology and chief 
information officer. Lassner is also a member of the 

university’s cooperating graduate faculty and has taught both online and in-person 
in computer science, communications, business and education.

Dr Richard R. Vuylsteke
Chief Executive – East-West Center, USA

Dr Richard R. Vuylsteke (pronounced VUL-stek) took 
office as the East-West Center’s 11th Chief Executive 
on January 1, 2017. A former EWC grantee and staff 
member, he rejoined the Center after several decades 
living in Asia and serving most recently as President of 
the American Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong.

His areas of expertise include strategic and operational leadership of multicultural 
organisations; Asia Pacific business and trade, and Asian and Western history and 
philosophy.

Read presenters full biographies at www.iicehawaii.iafor.org/speakers
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